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Stockton Sixth Form College offers a positive and dynamic learning 
environment where students are given the support and guidance, 
but also the independence and freedom, to become prepared for 
their next step to university or employment. 

We offer a range of courses, from 
A Levels to vocational programmes 
at both Level 2 and Level 3, and a 
variety of opportunities to enhance 
learning outside of the classroom. 
In 2014, Ofsted recognised our high 
expectations of students, high success 
rates and high quality teaching,
judging the college to be ‘Good’ 
across all areas. 
 
It’s our small, friendly and welcoming 
environment which sets us apart. 
With average class sizes of 15 last 

year, we can offer one-to-one learning 
with teachers who are experts in their 
field, as well as consistent support to 
ensure each student is progressing 
and on track to achieve their very best. 
 
We have an exciting vision for our 
college and the community we serve, 
and I believe it’s a fantastic time to join 
Stockton Sixth Form. I look forward 
to meeting you at our Open Evening 
events and showing you all we have 
to offer.

See you soon,
Joanna Bailey - Principal

Course Contents
2018/19

Hello
from the Principal
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Stockton Sixth Form College has built an exceptional 
reputation for academic achievement over many years. 
As the only specialist sixth form college in Stockton-On-Tees 
we have over 40 years’ experience delivering A Level, BTEC 
and GCSE qualifications to students aged 16-19 from across 
the region.
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Students achieved record results in August 2017, 
with over 52% of all A Level grades at A*-B. With 
100% pass rate across 23 different subjects, the 
college maintained its history of securing excellent 
outcomes for students across academic and 
vocational disciplines.

Results
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Our campus boasts spacious science labs, 
modern IT facilities, bright and innovative 
group learning spaces, a first-class art and 
design studio, a fantastic sports department 
and a new £1m 3G artificial grass pitch and 
stadium development.

We are committed to providing the 
very best facilities for students.
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Focused
Friday

From the moment you join us you will be assigned a progress 
tutor who will be responsible for your progression and welfare 
at college. You will meet with your tutor and tutor group each 
week and follow an active programme which aims to support 
your studies and prepare you for your next step on to university 
or employment.

Parents are introduced to 
progress tutors early in the 
first term. We then keep them 
informed through regular 
reports and access to an 
online portal where your 
subject performance can be 
continually monitored.

We employ a college counsellor 
for times when you may want 
to speak to someone outside 
of college, on a confidential 
basis, and enjoy the support 
of local mental health initiative 
Talking Matters.

We support students of all 
abilities both in and out of the 
classroom, throughout the 
full range of courses. Before 
you enrol at college, we
can offer information on the 
support available to you and 
an assessment of your
personal needs.

We will provide academic 
support in and out of the 
classroom and more specialist 
support for dealing with the 
development of communication, 
numeracy, ICT skills, English for 
speakers of other languages, 
help for dyslexic students and 
much more.

All students interested in 
progressing to university are 
offered the chance to visit 
Open Days for universities, 
from residential visits to Oxford 
and Cambridge, trips to 
Russell Group institutions and 
taster sessions at Teesside, 
Sunderland, Newcastle and 
Northumbria Universities.

We also work closely with 
the local authority and Youth 
Direction careers service to 
provide additional guidance for 
those unsure of their next step.

Our unique four day teaching 
timetable makes us different 

from the other providers. 

You will benefit from a condensed 
timetable in which lessons take place 
from Monday to Thursday. “Focused 
Friday” as we call it, is a day for 
anything and everything but lessons.

From catching up to extending your 
knowledge, you are welcome to come 
into college on a Friday and study at 
your own pace. 

As well as this we have opportunities 
for; Works Experience, First Aid 
courses, Craft Club, Duke of Edinburgh 
Award and Student Council, you 
can access options which allow you 
to acquire new skills and gain that 
all important experience giving you 
the leading edge during competitive 
selection processes for university 
or employment.

Friday’s activities also include 
Critical Thinking; Extended Project 
Qualification; student newspaper; 
support for prospective lawyers; 
Pathway to Clinical Science (PaCS); 
driving theory lessons; charity 
enrichment; voluntary opportunities; 
team sports practice and much more.
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We pride
ourselves on a
dedicated pastoral system

Stockton Sixth Form 
College is a very close 
community where 
you can go and talk 
to anyone. I feel really 
comfortable here.

Hugh Davis
All Saints
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Why study Art and Design?
• I want to study a hands-on course which provides  
 the opportunity for students to involve themselves  
 in a wide range of creative projects
• I want to develop my drawing, printmaking,  
 painting and design skills
• I want to progress to art college and university.

What does the course consist of?
Our A Level Art and Design course is suitable if you 
are interested in any of the following; Fine Art, 3D 
Design, Graphics or Textiles. It covers:
• Developing an appreciation of art history and  
 contemporary art
• Students can undertake projects relating to  
 architecture, product design or sculpture 
• Developing a sophisticated understanding  
 of media processes and techniques
• Students will develop many skills including;  
 observational drawing, photography, researching,  
 media experimentation, computer aided design  
 model making and digital image manipulation 
• Students can undertake projects relating to  
 advertising, branding, web design or illustration
• Learning to develop a sophisticated understanding  
 of media, processes, materials and techniques
• From initial research through to development of  
 ideas (printmaking/textile techniques) and  
 producing a final outcome
• Fashion design, interior design 
 and installations.

How is this course assessed?
• Students will produce a portfolio of work for 
 each unit. 

What might this course lead on to?
• Progression to study at Art College or University
• Careers in illustration, marketing, advertising 
 or teaching
• Conservation and gallery work
• Careers in product design, interior design, 
 graphic design and architecture
• Careers in graphic design, computer games  
 design and illustration
• Careers in fashion, interior design, theatre,
 costume, marketing, advertising or teaching.

ART & DESIGN
A LEVEL

10     2018/19 Prospectus

Art & Design
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BUSINESS 
A LEVEL

Why study Business?
• I want to study all of the key areas of business  
 activity and behaviour
• I want to enhance my understanding of 
 current affairs
• I enjoy problem-solving and making use of 
 case studies
• I want to set up and run my own business.

What does the course consist of?
• Investigating and evaluating real-world 
 business issues:
 > How can a manager motivate a workforce?
 > How can a new business establish itself in 
  the market?
 > What is business efficiency?
 > How do firms promote their products?
 > Why have business ‘dragons’ such as 
  Duncan Bannatyne been so successful?
 > Why did Nissan come to the North East?
• General issues for business such as the  
 environment and influence of the government
• Young Social Entrepreneur (run your own 
 business and aim to make a profit)
• The opportunity to take part in the ‘Student  
 Investor’ competition
• Visit local and national businesses and participate  
 in a study visit to London or Prague.

How is this course assessed?
• By examination.

What might this course lead on to?
• Higher education in Business or related courses  
 such as Finance or Marketing
• Career opportunities in areas such as tourism,  
 banking, personnel, marketing and financial  
 services
• Self-employment in your own business.

ECONOMICS
A LEVEL

Why study Economics?
• I want to study a dynamic and exciting subject 
 of importance to everybody in society
• I want to investigate the best way of using limited  
 resources efficiently
• I want to find out about economic issues that  
 affect all of our lives
• I want to develop analytical and problem-solving  
 skills.

What does the course consist of?
• Investigating core economic models and  
 concepts across four main themes:
 > An introduction to markets and market failure
 > The UK economy – performance and policies
 > Business behaviour and the labour market
 > Global economic perspectives 
• Investigating key issues such as:
 > Market forces: Why are house prices so high 
  in London?
 > The state: Why are there always waiting lists 
  in the NHS?
 > Unemployment: Why is it so high in North
  East England?
 > Climate Change: What can Economics offer 
  to the debate?
• You will have the opportunity to take part in  
 a variety of departmental activities such as an  
 Economics Conference, competitions, a study 
 trip and visit to London.

How is this course assessed?
• By examination.

What might this course lead on to?
• Higher education, as a specialist course or  
 combined with other subjects
• Careers in many different areas such as  
 management, marketing, IT, accounting 
 and finance.

BUSINESS 
BTEC LEVEL 3

Why study BTEC Business?
• I want to study a business course which places a  
 great deal of emphasis on coursework
• I want to set up and run my own business
• I want the opportunity to enter employment in the  
 business sector 
• I want the opportunity to develop a range of 
 skills and techniques, person skill and attributes  
 essential for successful performance in 
 working life. 

What does the course consist of?
• BTEC Business has a practical nature and  
 there is a strong emphasis on the development 
 of investigation skills and use of IT
• You will also complete an examination as part 
 of the course based on Business Environment 
• The course can be taken as:
 > A four-unit single award over two years  
  (Extended Certificate)
   > An eight-unit double award over two 
  years (Diploma)
 > There is an opportunity in Year 2 to undertake  
  a book keeping enrichment course within the  
  subject as enrichment to help with other units  
  on the course.

How is this course assessed?
• By a combination of coursework 
 and examinations.

What might this course lead on to?
• Higher education
• Employment – this course enables you to develop  
 abilities and skills in areas which employers have  
 identified as being highly desirable
• Self-employment
• Apprenticeships in Accounting or 
 Business Administration.

Business

I am very grateful for what 
Stockton Sixth Form 
College and the teachers 
here have provided for me since 
I joined in September, I am now 
confident in what I would like to 
do with my future once I leave.

Jessica Howard
OLSB
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COMPUTER SCIENCE
A LEVEL 

Why study Computer Science?
• I want to learn computer programming skills
• I want to understand how to design and test  
 computer programs
• I want to gain the mathematical insight into 
 how a computer works on the inside. 

What does the course consist of?
• Decomposing problems and designing 
 algorithms to provide solutions
• Building software using a variety of programming  
 languages and techniques
• Examining and understanding hardware 
 and software
• Understanding how computers use mathematics  
 to store and process instructions and data
• Understanding the technicalities of networks,  
 including the internet
• Legislation, ethical, moral and cultural issues  
 surrounding computer science.

How is this course assessed?
• By examination and through a small
 coursework element.

What might this course lead on to?
• Computer Science supports a wide range of  
 careers and university courses including;  
 Computer Science, Software Design, Business,  
 Games and App Programming.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
BTEC LEVEL 3

Why study IT?
• I want to learn to use a wide variety of software  
 packages including graphics, sound & video  
 editing, developing websites and multimedia and  
 also to build and upgrade a computer system
• I like to learn in a practical way and prefer  
 coursework to written exams.

What does the course consist of?
• The Extended Certificate (equivalent to one 
 A Level) includes;
 > Information Technology Systems (Exam)
 > Creating Systems to Manage Information  
  (Databases)
 > Using Social Media in Business
 > Data Modelling or Website Development
• The Diploma (equivalent to two A Levels)  
 includes;
 > All of the Subsidiary units shown above, plus;
 > IT Project Management
 > Cyber Security and Incident Management
 > Animation and Graphics
 > Computer Games or Mobile App Development.

How is this course assessed?
• One exam to be taken in the second year
• A controlled online assessment
• Continuous coursework assessment throughout  
 the year.

What might this course lead on to?
• Studying ICT at University
• Any career which requires advanced ICT 
 practical skills – Computer Games Programming,  
 Website Design, ICT Technician, Graphics or  
 Multimedia Design.

Computing & ICT



ENGINEERING
BTEC LEVEL 3 

Why study Engineering? 
• I want to work in engineering in the future
• I want to develop my practical skills while studying 
 the theory behind engineering.

What does the course consist of?
• The course combines a mixture of practical and theory
• The course units cover all aspects and fields of construction  
 engineering; you will study 9 compulsory units in year 1  
 and year 2. These will provide a broad experience and deep  
 understanding of a variety of topics, including:
 
> Construction Principles
> Construction Design
> Construction Technology
> Health and Safety in Construction
> Surveying in Construction
> Graphical Detailing in Construction
> Building Regulations and Control in Construction.
 
How is this course assessed?
• By continuous assessment. There are no exams.

What might this course lead on to?
• The course is equivalent to 3 A Levels and worth up to
 420 UCAS points (equivalent to 3 A* grades) 
• Students who complete the course can progress on to:  
 university, studying a specific engineering discipline, 
 as well as gaining opportunities for employment and   
 apprenticeships.

All of my teachers always 
go the extra mile to help 
and encourage and I would 
certainly recommend these 
courses to anyone who 
is thinking of coming to 
Stockton. 

Callum Russell
OLSB
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Engineering
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE
A LEVEL 

Why study English Language?
• I want to know more about how language works 
 – its grammar, vocabulary and how we use it
• I want to explore the power language can have 
 to influence people
• I enjoy analysing written and spoken texts
• I enjoy group work and contributing.

What does the course consist of?
• Topics such as how and why our language  
 changes; how children learn to communicate  
 and why there are regional and social differences  
 in speech
• Analysis of written, spoken and electronic texts
• Exploring important issues about language, power  
 and representation
• Investigate an aspect of English that interests you,  
 and write a piece of original writing such as a story  
 or film review
• Much of the work is done by discussion in groups.

How is this course assessed?
• By examination (80%) and two pieces of  
 coursework (20%).

What might this course lead on to?
• Higher education
• Careers which require a good understanding  
 of the English language, such as journalism or  
 broadcasting, teaching, PR, media, publishing,  
 libraries and management.

ENGLISH LITERATURE
A LEVEL 

Why study English Literature?
• I enjoy reading challenging texts and exploring 
 their deeper levels of meaning
• I enjoy group work and contributing my ideas
• I want to find out about the contexts in which  
 different texts were written.

What does the course consist of?
• Studying a selection of modern and 
 pre-twentieth century novels, poetry and 
 plays (including Shakespeare)
• Reading a variety of literature from all periods 
 to help develop literary analysis skills
• Developing strong, independent, critical skills
• Workshops, DVDs and theatre visits
• Much of the work is done by discussion in groups.

How is this course assessed?
• By examination and through a small 
 coursework element.

What might this course lead on to?
• Higher education
• Any career which requires good communication  
 skills and confidence – teaching, law, media 
 management and theatre.

18     2018/19 Prospectus

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
GCSE
Why study GCSE English?
• It is compulsory to resit this course if you did not achieve a grade C or grade 4 at GCSE.

What does the course consist of?
• Exploring a range of literary and language topics and skills
• Demonstrating your ability to investigate and analyse language and to experiment and 
 use language creatively
• The course uses a skills-based approach to the study of English, enabling you to 
 make individual responses to each element of assessment.

How is this course assessed?
• By examination.

English
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GEOGRAPHY
A LEVEL 

Why study Geography?
• I want to study both physical and human 
 aspects of Geography
• I want to develop an understanding of many  
 aspects of our changing world, even if I have 
 not studied Geography at GCSE
• I want to develop a wide range of skills, including  
 fieldwork, map and graph interpretation, writing  
 and numerical skills.

What does the course consist of?
The course is divided into three components:
• Physical Geography which includes the Water 
 and Carbon cycles, glacial systems and  
 landscapes, and hazards
• Human Geography which includes Global  
 Systems and Global Governance, Changing  
 Places and contemporary urban environments
• Geography fieldwork investigation.

How is this course assessed?
• By examination
• 20% coursework (Geography fieldwork investigation).

What might this course lead on to?
• Well-qualified geographers have careers in 
 many professions such as marketing, personnel,  
 accountancy, environmental management
 and planning
• Entry to a wide range of university degree courses.

Stockton Sixth Form has 
given me a great insight into 
different career lines which 
I may want to study further, 
either at university or through 
apprenticeships. 

Ashley Parker

Geography
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HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE 
BTEC LEVEL 3

Why study Health & Social Care?
• I am considering a career in one of the caring professions
• I want to develop practical transferable skills in 
 communication and research as well as a broad  
 understanding of health, social care and early 
 years services
• I enjoy completing coursework.

What does the course consist of?
The course can be studied as an Extended Certificate 
(equivalent to one A Level) or a Diploma (equivalent 
to two A Levels)

The core units include:
Extended certificate:
• Human lifespan development
• Meeting individual care and support needs 
• Working in health and social care.

Diploma - as above, plus:
• Enquiries into Current Research
• Principles of Safe Practice
• Promoting Public Health.

Optional units include:
• Psychological Perspectives
• Sociological Perspectives
• Supporting individuals with additional needs
• Nutritional Health.

How is this course assessed?
• A mix of examination and coursework.

What might this course lead on to?
• Careers within the Health and Social Care field, 
 including nursing, social work, youth work, counselling,  
 mental health, early years…and many more.

My main reason for coming to 
Stockton was the friendly and 
supportive relationship that the 
teachers had with their students. 
 
They are approachable and 
always willing to offer their time 
to help.

Maryum Ali 
Ian Ramsey
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Health &
Social Care
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HISTORY
A LEVEL 

Why study History?
• It will give me a real insight into the incredible variety of ways in  
 which people have lived in the past
• It can teach me how to argue convincingly and how to spot the  
 weaknesses in other people’s arguments
• I have an interest in the past and a willingness to find out more
• I will learn how to research and to extract information from a  
 variety of sources.

What does the course consist of?
You will examine two periods of History;
• The Tudors in England
 > You will examine the reigns of Henry VII, Henry VIII,  
  Edward VI, Mary I and Elizabeth I
• America – A Nation Divided, 1845-1877
 > You will examine the origins of the American Civil War,
  the war itself and the beginnings of the civil rights movement
• You will also complete one piece of coursework. The choice  
 of the topic will be up to you. You will be able to select an area  
 of history that you are interested in, as long as there is a debate,  
 and you will carry out independent research.

How is this course assessed?
• By examination and through one piece of coursework.

What might this course lead on to?
• History is a well-regarded qualification which can lead on to  
 many university degrees. It is particularly useful as a preparation  
 for careers which require you to think critically such as law,  
 management and journalism.

One of the reasons I chose 
Stockton Sixth Form was 
because it was so close to where 
I live. I’m really enjoying studying 
subjects in more depth with the 
expertise of knowledgeable staff.

Euan Lodge 
Grangefield

History
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CRIMINOLOGY 
BTEC LEVEL 3

Why study Criminology? 
• I am thinking of studying other related  
 humanities subjects, such as psychology,  
 law and sociology
• I am interested in learning more about the  
 criminal justice system in UK
• I want to develop a range of transferable  
 skills for my future career, such as the ability  
 to solve problems, project based research,  
 development and presentation
• The opportunity to work alongside a range of  
 professionals in the criminal justice system.

What does the course consist of?
• Gaining an understanding of different types  
 of crime, why people commit crime, the  
 perceptions of crime and why some crimes  
 are unreported
• Learning about all aspects of the criminal  
 justice system from the moment a crime has  
 been identified to the verdict
• Developing the understanding and skills  
 needed to examine information in order 
 to review the justice of verdicts in 
 criminal cases.

How is this course assessed?
• By a combination of coursework  
 assignments and examinations.

What might this course lead on to?
• Study of psychology, law, sociology or other  
 humanities based subjects at university
• The course will develop a wide range of skills  
 and knowledge relevant to many job roles 
 within the criminal justice sector, social and  
 probation work.

GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
A LEVEL 

Why study Government and Politics?
• I have an interest in current affairs and 
 what is going on in the world
• I am interested in how decisions that affect 
 me are made by government
• I want to know how I can participate in 
 political decisions
• I am interested in studying Politics or Law at  
 university, or want a course that develops lots of skills  
 for work in fields such as journalism and policing.

What does the course consist of?
UK Politics:
• Democracy and participation, political parties,  
 electoral systems, voting behaviour and the media
• Political ideas, including: conservatism, liberalism,  
 socialism, anarchism.
UK Government:
• The constitution, parliament, Prime Minister and  
 executive, relationships between the branches.
Comparative politics – The USA:
• The US Constitution and federalism, US Congress,  
 US presidency, US Supreme Court and civil rights,  
 democracy and participation, comparative theories.

How is this course assessed?
• By examination.

What might this course lead on to?
• Higher education, including the study of Law
• Careers in media, journalism, the police and the  
 armed forces
• Many other skills are developed such as discussion  
 and debate, building self-confidence and persuasion  
 skills, transferable to many courses.

Why study Law?
• I am thinking of a career in the 
 legal profession
• I am interested in learning more  
 about things I have seen on TV or 
 in the news about crime
• I am interested in examining actual  
 cases that have been through 
 the courts 
• I want to experience contact 
 with the legal profession.

What does the course consist of?
• Practical information about how the  
 courts are structured
• Learning about the powers of the  
 police, the role of judges and how  
 laws are made
• Learning how to identify offences  
 and why some cases go to court  
 and others do not
• Examining issues like; what is  
 murder and what is manslaughter?  
 Why is 90% of crime in the UK  
 drug-related?

How is this course assessed?
• Depending on the course type you  
 are enrolled on, you will study Law  
 either by examination or by  
 coursework assignments.

What might this course lead on to?
• Study of Law at university
• The course will develop a wide  
 range of skills useful in careers as  
 Legal Executives, work in the Court  
 Services, forensics or in the police.

LAW
A LEVEL & BTEC LEVEL 3

I came to Stockton because of 
the wide range of courses.

I wanted an environment where 
I had more independence and 
which would prepare me well 
for University. 
 
I have not been disappointed!

Joshua Hart
Bishopsgarth

Law & Politics
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MATHEMATICS
GCSE

Why study GCSE Mathematics?
• It is compulsory to resit this course if you did not  
 achieve a grade C or grade 4 at GCSE.

What does the course consist of?
• Applying mathematics in context, problem solving,  
 reasoning and exploring the functional elements 
 of mathematics
• Applying maths to mini-projects, such as 
 ‘first time buyer’ and ‘holiday’ project scenarios
• Developing and refining a sound technique in  
 working with numbers and understanding  
 fractions, decimals, percentages and basic ratio.

How is this course assessed?
• By examination.

What might this course lead on to?
• Essential for apprenticeships and courses at  
 university including teaching and nursing etc.

MATHEMATICS
A LEVEL 

Why study Mathematics?
• I want to develop and extend my mathematical  
 skills, particularly in real-life situations
• It is highly regarded for entry into most careers  
 and higher education courses
• If you are very keen on Mathematics and wish 
 to take it beyond A Level, you can also study  
 Further Mathematics.

What does the course consist of?
• You will build upon the skills you have acquired  
 at GCSE and develop an understanding of 
 new concepts 
• The linear course covers 
 > Pure Mathematics (algebra, trigonometry,  
  graphs, sequences, calculus etc...) 
 > Mechanics (Newton’s Laws, vectors, 
  projectiles etc...) 
 > Statistics (Data collection, presentation 
  and analysis, probability etc...).

How is this course assessed?
• By examination.

What might this course lead on to?
• Higher education to study Mathematics or 
 any subject with a high maths content such  
 as Statistics, Physics, Chemistry, Psychology,  
 Engineering, Accountancy etc.

FURTHER MATHEMATICS
A LEVEL 

Why study Further Mathematics?
• I am keen on Maths and wish to broaden my  
 knowledge beyond A Level
• It is very highly regarded for entry into most  
 careers and higher education
• It is a requirement for some universities if you are  
 considering a degree in Mathematics
• It is recommended if you are considering a higher  
 education course or a career in fields related to  
 Engineering or Sciences.

What does the course consist of?
• Further Mathematics gives you the opportunity to  
 study Pure Maths, Mechanics and Statistics in  
 more depth and also allows the option to study  
 Decision Maths 
• Some topics are new and abstract, for example  
 complex numbers, while others deepen  
 knowledge gained on A Level Mathematics in  
 topics such as Vectors and Differential Equations
• In the new specification only Further Maths  
 students will have the options to study Decision Maths.

How is this course assessed?
• By examination.

What might this course lead on to?
• Higher education to study Mathematics or any  
 subject with a high maths content such as  
 Accountancy, Chemistry, Engineering, Finance,  
 Physics, Psychology, Statistics etc.

Mathematics
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DIGITAL MEDIA
OCR LEVEL 3 CAMBRIDGE TECHNICAL

Why study Digital Media?
• I want to understand the current media 
 industry, its products and its audiences
• I want to learn the practical skills necessary 
 for a career in moving image content creation 
 - be that in film, TV, photography, internet or any 
 other medium
• I want to work professionally in teams with 
 other people
• I want to appear in front of as well as behind a camera.
• I want to show my work in the cinema and  to pitch  
 to and discuss my work with industry professionals
• I want to test my work against local and national  
 competitors (we were a Royal Television Society Award  
 winner in 2017).

What does the course consist of?
• Analysing moving image forms, styles and audiences
• Founding your own film or television production  
 company in order to generate real contracts and  
 complete them to deadlines
• Using digital video production facilities to produce  
 products in a range of genres
• Creating a showreel of your work to present to  
 media professionals and universities; enhancing  
 your career prospects.

How is this course assessed?
• By continuous assessment and a short 
 multiple-choice exam.

What might this course lead on to?
• A wide range of higher education courses: from  
 journalism, lens-based production (still or moving  
 image) to web-based content creation, animation, 
 PR and beyond
• Directly into the industry via an apprenticeship 
 or a placement. 

Media Studies



SPANISH
A LEVEL 

Why study Modern Languages?
• I want to develop and improve my language skills in Spanish
• I want to have an edge over non-linguists in today’s jobs market
• I would like to develop communication skills and increase my  
 confidence in spoken language
• I would like to work or study abroad.

What does the course consist of?
• You will be taught in a structured way – listening and speaking  
 via computer, talking one-to-one with language assistants and  
 watching films and clips from foreign media
• You will learn about topics such as leisure, lifestyle, society,  
 politics and history
• A challenging course where you will complete:
 > Oral – speaking on a topic and general conversation
 > Listening, reading and writing
• Read authentic literary work in Spanish
• Study visit to Spain.

How is this course assessed?
• Through a mix of oral and written examinations.

What might this course lead on to?
• The study of languages at university, perhaps combined with  
 other subjects such as Law, Business, Management or  
 Marketing, or with a new language such as Italian or Mandarin
• In the globalised market place there are more and more  
 opportunities for linguists in business, accounting and  
 international law.

I decided to study at Stockton
Sixth Form because of the good
results that the students got
in previous years and the nice
atmosphere the place has. I enjoy
the encouragement and support
from the fellow teachers and
students at this college.

Reina Uy
OLSB
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Why study Performing Arts?
• I enjoy performing
• I want to develop my performance skills
• I prefer a practical approach to studying
• I am creative 
• I enjoy collaboration with others

What does the course consist of?
This exciting and varied course is often changed and 
tailored to the practitioners we have in any one year 
group. Topics can include: performance workshops, 
performing arts business, historical context of 
performance, musical theatre, classical, tap, jazz, 
street and contemporary dance techniques.

For a National Extended Certificate (equivalent to 
one A Level) students will complete 4 modules over 
2 years. The course integrates the three art forms of 
dance, drama and music. Students will be expected 
to perform regularly to audiences and complete 
written assignments and log books.

A commitment to performances and rehearsals within 
and outside of College hours is important, as is the 
requirement to see professional productions regularly 
and take part in workshops. 

How is this course assessed?
Each unit is assessed separately on its completion 
throughout the two years. Combinations of 
coursework, digitalised production diaries/log books, 
written reports, presentations and performances, will 
assess students’ work. It is essential that all students 
meet deadlines for work.

What might this course lead on to?
• HE courses and careers in the performing arts  
 sector and will develop essential skills across the  
 three art forms thatare required more and more in  
 the sector
• Any course that demands creative, collaborative,  
 interpersonal, organisational and leadership skills
• Careers which demand excellent communications  
 skills, the ability to work under pressure, the ability  
 to work with others and flexibility.

PERFORMING ARTS 
BTEC LEVEL 3
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Psychology
A LEVEL 

Why study Psychology?
• I want to study the scientific approach to 
 understanding behaviour
• I want to gain a broad skill set that prepares me for 
 higher education or a wide range of potential careers.

What does the course consist of?
• Psychology Past to Present: A fascinating exploration
 of major psychological approaches to understanding  
 human behaviour
• Investigating Behaviour: Consider and apply the 
 diverse research methods used by psychologists
• Psychology: Implications in the Real Word: 
 Stress, Schizophrenia & Addiction.

How is this course assessed?
• By examination.

What might this course lead on to?
• The study of Psychology at university
• Specific careers: Educational Psychologist, 
 Sports Psychologist, Clinical Psychologist
• General careers: teaching, media, management.

I came to Stockton because I 
wanted a fresh start. I like the 
freedom of being in a College 
environment and it has given 
me the opportunity to meet 
new people.

Connor Watt 

Sociology
A LEVEL 

Why study Sociology?
• I want to understand the world and what makes people ‘tick’
• I care about social problems like poverty, crime and domestic abuse
• I want to develop outstanding skills for university & work.

What does the course consist of?
• Sociology is the scientific study of society. Sociologists are interested in  
 everything – from the small details of how we become human to big issues 
 like inequality. The course consists of three units:
• Socialisation, Culture & Identity with Families & Households
 > What shapes our identity and how do we ‘become’ human? 
 > What part do families play?
• Researching Social Inequalities
 > A fascinating look at just how unequal the world continues to be, in terms 
  of money, gender, age and ethnicity. How can we explain inequality?
• Globalisation & the Digital World, with Crime & Deviance
 > An up-to-date look at the impact of social media on our lives and how 
  global connections are changing society. How does this affect who 
  commits crime and why?
• Sociology lessons are fun! We have lots of discussions and debates, group 
 activities, research projects, creativity and games and you’ll get a complete  
 set of notes for each unit.

How is this course assessed?
• By examination.

What might this course lead on to?
• Higher education
• Any career which involves working with people, good communication skills and  
 the ability to understand ‘where people are coming from’ such as teaching,  
 nursing, journalism, police and probation work, social work, counselling,  
 politics, human resources, law, marketing and business management.

Psychology
& Sociology



RELIGIOUS STUDIES
A LEVEL 

Why study Religious Studies?
• I am keen to explore the meaning of life
• I am interested in other people, their culture and beliefs
• I enjoy debates, discussions, group activities and 
 problem solving.

What does the course consist of?
• Philosophy
 > Is it possible to prove without doubt that God exists or does  
  not exist? Why is the evil in a world created by an omnipotent  
  and all-loving God? If God can perform miracles, why does 
  He help some people but not all who need help?
• Ethics
 > Why do we act the way we do? Have individuals a free choice  
  to do whatever they want? To what extent do ethical theories  
  provide a practical basis for moral decision making today?
• Islam
 > When, where and why did Islam begin and how has it  
  developed? What does Islam really teach about controversial  
  issues such as jihad and women’s rights? What are the  
  challenges of being a Muslim in Britain today?

How is this course assessed?
• By examination.

What might this course lead on to?
• Any career working with people or where knowledge of other  
 cultures would be useful, for example the police, social work,  
 medicine and the media
• Any career where thinking skills and analytical writing are  
 required. It would be particularly useful for those entering the  
 legal profession, journalism, teaching, advertising, marketing 
 and business management
• Higher education.
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APPLIED SCIENCE 
BTEC LEVEL 3

Why study Applied Science?
• I enjoy science but don’t want to specialise 
• I want a course with more individual work, rather  
 than just exams 
• I enjoy practical work.

What does the course consist of?
• Year 1: Principles and applications of science, 
 a theory based unit with a final exam in June.
 > Practical scientific procedures and techniques  
  that consists of a portfolio of practical work  
  internally assessed by assignments 
• Year 2: Science investigation skills with an  
 assessed practical
 > Optional unit.

How is this course assessed?
• A combination of exam, portfolio and 
 laboratory work.

What might this course lead on to?
• The demand for students with an Applied 
 Science qualification is very high in both industry  
 and higher education. Around 90% of students  
 choose to study subjects such as biomedical  
 science, nursing, physiotherapy, biology, or  
 genetics at University with a further 10% gaining  
 apprenticeships or employment.

CHEMISTRY 
A LEVEL

Why study Chemistry?
• I enjoy practical work and thrive on 
 problem solving 
• I hope to apply for a science-based or otherwise  
 competitive degree course at university
• Chemistry develops valuable and marketable  
 skills, including; logical thought, analysis,  
 numeracy and communication.

What does the course consist of?
• The course is made up of three units, two of  
 which are theory-based and the third is practical.  
 You will cover a wide variety of material where the  
 fundamental principles of Chemistry will be  
 explained. Topics will include Atomic Structure  
 and Bonding, Kinetics, Energetics, Equilibria,  
 and Organic Chemistry
• Practical work is linked closely to the theory, with  
 the aim of developing understanding through  
 ‘hands-on’ experience.

How is this course assessed?
• By examination.

What might this course lead on to?
• A Level Chemistry is essential or highly desirable  
 for degree courses such as Medicine, Veterinary  
 Science, Dentistry, Biochemistry, Pharmacy,  
 Forensic Science, Materials Science, Chemical  
 Engineering etc
• A good grade in Chemistry will also improve  
 your prospects of gaining a place on many other  
 highly competitive higher education courses such  
 as Law, Accountancy, Engineering, Psychology  
 and Physiotherapy
• A wide range of careers in industry.

PHYSICS
A LEVEL 

Why study Physics?
• I want to learn about the scientific principles  
 behind today’s exciting technology
• I want to study a course which is demanding 
 but interesting
• I want a qualification that opens doors in a 
 wide range of exciting careers
• It is an excellent starting point if I am considering 
 a career in science, engineering or technology.

What does the course consist of?
• A study of the whole universe from quarks to  
 black holes and quasars
• Year 1 covers familiar areas such as electricity  
 and motion, and introduces new ideas like  
 quantum physics and particle physics
• Year 2 takes the course into gravitational fields,  
 electromagnetism and nuclear physics
• Year 2 of the course also includes a study of the  
 physics of astronomy.

How is this course assessed?
• By examination.

What might this course lead on to?
• The demand for students with a Physics  
 qualification is very high and, therefore, nearly  
 all students who achieve A Level Physics go 
 on to university
• Many universities offer bursaries of £3,000 to  
 attract high achieving students taking Physics  
 and/or Engineering.

BIOLOGY 
A LEVEL

Why study Biology?
• I enjoy laboratory work and carrying 
 out investigations
• I am interested in studying living organisms
• I hope to study a science-based course 
 at university.

What does the course consist of?
Biology A Level consists of a range of activities: 
lectures, discussion, fieldwork, practical work 
and investigations, with six modules over two
years covering:
• Foundations in Biology
• Exchange and transport
• Biodiversity, evolution and disease
• Communications, homeostasis and energy
• Genetics, evolution and ecosystems
• Development of practical skills in biology.

How is this course assessed?
• By examination.

What might this course lead on to?
• Many degree courses such as Medicine, 
 Dentistry, Agriculture, Biology, Microbiology 
 and Biochemistry
• Careers in industry or the Health Service
• Other science degrees and careers.

Science
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SPORTS STUDIES 
LEVEL 3 BTEC SUBSIDIARY DIPLOMA

Why study Sports Studies?
• I have a keen and active interest in sport, but  
 want to combine this with other subjects
• I prefer a more practical approach, with  
 continuous assessment rather than exams.

What does the course consist of?
• Core units are:
 > Sport and exercise physiology
 > Anatomy for sport and exercise
 > Sports psychology
• Optional units include: 
 > Work experience 
 > Current issues in sport 
 > Sports injuries 
 > The opportunity to take part in outdoor pursuit  
  adventure days, with activities such as sailing,  
  canoeing and kayaking.

How is this course assessed?
• By continuous assessment. There are no exams.

What might this course lead on to?
• Pathways into university to study Sports Science
• Related careers such as nursing, paramedical,  
 occupational therapy, HM Forces or the sports  
 and leisure industries.

SPORTS STUDIES 
LEVEL 3 BTEC EXTENDED DIPLOMA

Why study Sports Studies?
• I want to study a full-time sport course
• I have a keen and active interest in sport
• I wish to pursue a career in this field
• I prefer a more practical approach, with  
 continuous assessment rather than exams.

What does the course consist of?
• Core units are:
 > Sport and exercise physiology
 > Anatomy for sport and exercise
 > Sport and exercise psychology
 > Research project for sport
 > Research methods for sport
 > Sports biomechanics in action
• Optional units include topics such as:
 > Applied psychology
 > Fitness testing for sport
 > Sports nutrition
 > Sports injuries
• Over the two years, students will have the  
 opportunity to gain personal and coaching  
 qualifications in various sports
• Work placement in the first year, based on  
 individual career plans
• Outdoor pursuit adventure days with activities  
 such as sailing, canoeing and kayaking
• Opportunity to study a Level 2 gym-based Fitness  
 Instructing course.

How is this course assessed?
• By continuous assessment. There are no exams.

What might this course lead on to?
• Equivalent to three A Levels, this course provides  
 pathways into university to study for teaching or  
 Sports Science degrees
• It is also well suited to other areas such as  
 nursing, paramedical, occupational therapy, 
 HM Forces or the sports and leisure industries.

After starting the college late 
I have been well supported by 
all staff to catch up in my
studies and I now feel that 
I am reaching my full potential.

Martin Stoves
Ian Ramsey

Sports
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Travel & Tourism
BTEC LEVEL 3

Why study Travel & Tourism?
• I am interested in a career in the ever-changing travel and
 tourism industry
• I am interested in developing the skills needed for project based
 research, development and presentation
• I want to learn a wide range of inter-personal skills which will be
 transferable in my future career
• I have a strong desire to travel and understand why people visit
 various destinations around the world.

What does the course consist of?
• To understand what the UK offers inbound and domestic
 tourists and how the industry has developed over the years
• Understanding a range of worldwide tourism destinations,
 including what motivates people to travel, sustainability of a
 destinations and the opportunities for future tourism developments
• Understanding how the travel industry needs to change to meet
 the needs of the customers, including adapting to changes in
 customer tastes, the impact of technology and the threat of
 terrorism on the industry
• The opportunity to take part in field visits to destinations such
 as York, France and New York. There are also a range of European
 projects abroad that students can get involved with to enhance
 their knowledge of the industry
•  For some students, the opportunity to take part in a 4 week
 internship in Lisbon, Portugal at the end of the second year
 working within the Travel Industry.

How is this course assessed?
•  Through a mix of internal and external assessments.

What might this course lead on to?
• Many of our students go on to university to study Tourism
 Management, Marketing, Business, International Tourism and
 Events Management
• Employment in the travel and tourism industry.

Travel
& Tourism
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Students at Stockton Sixth Form College have the opportunity to participate in a 
number of exciting and unique European projects. These are entirely funded by the 
EU and enable young people to travel across the continent, taking part in joint events 
with partner students from schools and colleges in neighbouring countries.

Erasmus KA1 
An amazing opportunity to live and 
work abroad! Students get the 
chance to spend a month in Lisbon 
(Portugal’s capital city), participating 
in an exciting internship. Learn 
Portuguese at the same time, and on 
your days off, explore the beautiful ‘city 
of light’! The programme is EU funded 
and flights, accommodation and food 
are provided free of charge. This 
will look great on your CV or on job/ 
university applications. The college has 
successfully run this project for the last 
10 years and students participating 
in it have had an amazing experience 
each and every time.

Erasmus KA2 
Take part in an exciting Europe wide 
project, meeting and working with 
students from many different European 
countries. Over the last three years 
students from Stockton have visited 
Malta, Germany, Italy, Slovenia, 
Slovakia, Spain, France and Romania. 
All trips abroad are fully funded by the 
EU. Highlights from the last three years 
include performing a play in a theatre 
in Malta, taking a stall promoting local 
food based tourism to trade fairs in 
Germany, Slovakia and France and 
helping students of all ages and from 
many different countries learn English 
in Romania!

Route one:
Acklam
Thornaby

Route two:
Wynyard
Billingham
Norton

Route three:
Ingleby Barwick
Yarm
Eaglescliffe
Hartburn

Additional transport is also available from Sedgefield and Thorpe Thewles 

Applying
We visit all partner schools during 
the autumn term and speak 
to prospective students about 
studying at Stockton Sixth Form 
College. We accept applications 
from 1st September in each 
academic year and advise 
prospective students to apply 
early to secure their place with us.

Interview
When you have applied, you will 
be invited for an informal interview 
to discuss the nature of your 
course choices and so we can 
check your study pathway suits 
your predicted GCSE results and 
your career aims and ambitions.

Open Events
The college holds Open Events 
during the autumn term. 
For 2018 entry, these will take
place on Thursday 19th October 
2017, 6-8pm, Wednesday 29th 
November 2017, 6-8pm and 
Tuesday 20th March 2018, 
2:30-4:30pm. The events are an 
opportunity for prospective
students and their families to visit 
us and find out more about the 
courses that we offer.

European projects at
Stockton Sixth Form College

Applying to college

Bus Routes to/from college
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*Average payment to students in 2016/17 academic year. Payments vary depending 
on number of students applying to the scheme and cannot be guaranteed.

Travel
The college provides free return transport for 
students living in Acklam, Thornaby, Wynyard, 
Billingham, Norton, Ingleby Barwick, Yarm, 
Eaglescliffe and Hartburn.

Additional transport is also available from 
Sedgefield and Thorpe Thewles.

Food and drink
The college subsidises food and drink on site 
so you can take advantage of cheap, healthy 
meals and snacks.

Bursary
£10 weekly* cash allowance for 
students who qualify for a bursary

Fitness
FREE use of the 
college multi-gym 
and its equipment; 
including treadmill, 
bike, stepper, 
resistance weights, 
jump mats and an 
abs machine.

WIFI
FREE use of the 
college WIFI

Student Benefit Package Application Form

Personal Details

Address

Home
Telephone

Mobile
Number

Surname First name(s)

Gender Date of birth

Postcode

Postcode

Application for admission 
to full time courses 2018-19

Current School/College

Name of parent(s) / guardian(s)

Address (if different from above)

Email
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*Must include Maths & English (Literature or Language) Grade 4 to entered on a Level 3.
Programmes of study are assessed on an individual basis. Please speak to a member of staff for further details.

*3+
qualifications at
GCSE Grade 5

or above 

Level 3
programme 

of study: 
A-level

pathway

Your choice
of three
A-levels

Enrichment

Tailored support 
and guidance 

for high 
flying students

Progression
to higher

education, higher 
apprenticeships or 

employment.

*5+
qualifications at
GCSE Grade 4 

Level 3
programme

of study:
vocational
pathway

Your choice
of up to

three Level
3 courses

Enrichment

Work
experience
placement

Progression
to higher

education, higher 
apprenticeships or 

employment.

2-4
qualifications at
GCSE Grade 4 

Level 2.5
programme 

of study

GCSE
English and/or 
Mathematics,
if not already

achieved

Your choice
of two

to three
other subjects

Work
experience
placement

Progress
on to Level 3

after just
one year.

GCSE
grade
1-3

Level 2 
programme 

of study

GCSE
English

and
Mathematics

Unique
Enterprise and 
Employability 
qualification,

plus two other
subjects at

Level 2

Work
experience
placement

Progress
on to Level 3

after just
one year.

Entry Requirements

Please tear out this completed application form and return to:
Stockton Sixth Form College, Bishopton Road West, Stockton-on-Tees TS19 0QD

Signed Date

Please complete this section, even if you are still unsureCourses

Yes NoHave you lived in the UK for the last three years?

Yes NoDo you currently receive free school meals?

Yes NoDo you consider yourself to be disabled?
If yes, please indicate the nature of your disability:

Please identify any special requirements or equipment which may assist you.

(a) in the application process:

About you

Data Protection Act

Physical or sensory impairment Medical condition, e.g. arthritis, MS, cancer

Mental health difficulties, e.g. depression

Other (please specify)

(b) to enable you to complete the course:

Personal interests/career goals etc.

Specific learning difficulties, e.g. dyslexia

Subject Level

Data Protection Act 1998: The college collects information about all of its students for various administrative, academic and health and safety reasons. Under 
the terms of the Data Protection Act 1998 we need your consent to do this. Since we cannot operate the college effectively without processing information 
about you, we need you to sign the following consent to process statement. If you require any further information about this, please contact the Assistant 
Principal, Resources.

Consent to Process Information: I agree to Stockton Sixth Form College processing personal data contained in this form, or other data which the college may 
obtain from me or other people or organisations. I agree to the processing of such data connected with my studies or my health and safety whilst on the 
premises or for any other legitimate reason.



APPLY NOW

OPEN 
EVENTS

Where to find us

Stockton Sixth Form College
Bishopton Road West
Stockton-on-Tees
TS19 0QD

01642 612 611

info@stocktonsfc.ac.uk

/stocktonsixthform

Come along to one of our open events and 
have a look around. You’ll get to chat to the 
tutors to find out about the courses on offer 

and see the fantastic facilities we have.

Thursday 19th October  6:00pm - 8:00pm

Wednesday 29th November 6:00pm - 8:00pm

Tuesday 20th March   2:30pm - 4:30pm

The information in this prospectus is correct at the time of publication 
 but circumstances may arise which cause us to revise our provision.

Working as part of

STOCKTONSFC.AC.UK

Open Evenings

Open Afternoon

Hello

/stocktonsfc

/StocktonSFC


